
INTRODUCTION

The number, locations as well as the evolution of the
Tethyan oceanic seaways in SE Europe (e.g., Robertson and
Dixon 1984; Robertson et al., 1991; Pamic et al., 1998;
Robertson 2002; Bortolotti and Principi 2005; Schmid et al.
2008; Zelic et al., 2010; Chiari et al., 2011) and in the
Mediterranean realm (e.g., Sengör and Yılmaz, 1981;
Göncüoglu et al., 1997; Okay and Tüysüz, 1999; Stampfli,
2000; Robertson, 2002; Bortolotti and Principi, 2005; Okay
and Whitney, 2010; Varol et al., 2011) has been a matter of
debate since long time. In this framework, the oceanic
branches, opened during the Mesozoic and closed at the end
of Cretaceous to generate a complex network of ophiolitic
sutures within the Alpine orogenic belt (Fig. 1), are known
as the Neotethyan oceans (e.g., Sengör, 1986). In Turkey, a
general consensus has been achieved on the geodynamic in-
terpretation of the main branches, namely the southern
(Bitlis-Zagros) and the middle (Izmir-Ankara-Erzincan)
ones, both represented by distinct ophiolite-bearing suture
zones sandwiched between continental terranes (Fig. 1). The
existence of the third one, known as the Intra-Pontide (IP)
oceanic basin, located between the continental margins to-
day represented by Sakarya (SK) and Istanbul-Zonguldak
(IZ) terranes, is still a matter of debate (e.g., Kaya and
Kozur, 1987; Kozur et al., 2000; Elmas and Yigitbas, 2001;

2005; Moix et al., 2008; Göncüoglu et al., 2008, Bozkurt et
al., 2012; Elmas, 2012). This is mainly due to the discontin-
uous occurrence of the oceanic rocks along the Intra-Pontide
suture (IPS) zone, whose primary features are modified by
the deformation related to an active transform fault, the
North Anatolian Fault (NAF), running parallel to the belt.
These oceanic rocks mainly occur as tectonic slices and/or
slide blocks into the mélange along a narrow strip stretching
from the Biga Peninsula at the Aegean coast (Cetmi
Mélange, Beccaletto et al., 2005) towards E, following the S
coast of the Sea of Marmara (Mudanya-Zeytindagi
Mélange, Ulgen and Okay, 2010), Armutlu Peninsula (e.g.,
Kaya and Kozur, 1987; Göncüoglu et al., 1987; Akbayram
et al., 2012), Southern Bolu Massif (Arkotdağ Mélange,
Tokay, 1973; Abant Complex, Yılmaz et al., 1982), W of
Gerede (Göncüoglu et al., 2008) and Bolu-Eskipazar Zone
(Elmas et al., 1997; Yigitbas et al., 1999). In the W, the IPS
zone is assumed to join with the Vardar Suture and in the E
to be bounded by a transform fault (E Crimean Fault of
Okay and Tüysüz, 1999) or alternatively continues through
the Kargi Massif (Göncüoglu et al., 1997).

In most of these areas, the IPS zone consists of an assem-
blage of ophiolite-bearing mélange and continental- and
oceanic-derived units, showing different metamorphic im-
prints. The mélange includes up to a few hundred m-large
slide blocks of limestones, arenites and metamorphic rocks,
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ABSTRACT
The Ayli Dağ ophiolites occur as an independent tectonic unit within the Intra-Pontide suture zone, central-northern Turkey. They crop out, together with

the other units of the Intra-Pontide suture zone, at the top of the Late Cretaceous-Middle Paleocene foredeep sediments of the Sakarya Terrane. The Ayli Dağ
ophiolites sequence include in its lower part a mantle sequence consisting of not less than 2-3 km-thick peridotites, topped by 500-600 m-thick layered gab-
bros with alternating, dm- to m-thick layers of spinel-bearing dunites, melatroctolites, troctolites, ol-gabbros and leucogabbros. The gabbro sequence is over-
lain by a sheeted dyke complex, that shows a transition to 100-200 m-thick massive basaltic lava flows followed by 600-800 m-thick massive and pillow lavas
and breccias alternating with ophiolite-bearing arenites and cherts. 

Geochemical evaluation of the mafic lavas and dykes reveals three distinct chemical groups that reflect melt generation within an intra-oceanic subduction
system. Among these, the first group shows island-arc tholeiite (IAT)-like features, showing very-depleted characteristics (very high Zr/Nb, low Zr/Y and Nb/Y)
ratios coupled with light rare-earth (LREE)-depleted chondrite-normalized patterns. The second group is more akin to back-arc basin basalts (BABB); it displays
normal mid-ocean ridge basalt (N-MORB)-like high-field strength element (HFSE) distribution except for depletion in Nb, and flat REE patterns. The third group
is somewhat similar to the second one, displaying BABB-like characteristics, but it is more enriched in terms of absolute trace element abundances. 

The radiolarian cherts sampled from the top of the pillow lavas yielded less-diverse but characteristic radiolarian assemblages indicating the middle
Bathonian to early Callovian ages.

The Ayli Dağ Ophiolite is the first finding of back-arc type oceanic lithosphere in the Intra-Pontide suture zone. Together with previous data obtained
from basalts in the mélange from the Intra-Pontide suture zone, this finding represents a proof that an intra-oceanic subduction within the Intra-Pontide ocean-
ic basin occurred in the Middle Jurassic time. 
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but the most common lithologies are represented by serpen-
tinized mantle rocks, gabbros, massive and pillow lavas and
cherts. A limited number of studies (e.g., Robertson and Us-
taömer, 2004; Göncüoglu et al., 2008), mainly based on the
geochemistry of the pillow lavas, indicate that the basalts
are of oceanic origin, with MORB (Mid Ocean Ridge
Basalts)- and OIB (Ocean Island Basalts)-type characteris-
tics. The matrix of the mélange has provided Late Creta-
ceous fossils (Kaya and Kozur, 1987; Göncüoglu and
Erendil, 1990; Beccaletto et al., 2005; Göncüoglu et al.,
2008). Based on this age data, Göncüoglu et al. (2008) sug-
gested that the closure of the IP oceanic basin was not real-
ized before the Late Cretaceous.

In this study, we will report the occurrence of an ophio-
lite sequence on the eastern part of the IPS to the South of
Arac in the Ayli Dağ area (Fig. 1). It differs from the previ-
ously described remnants of the IP oceanic basin in the west
not only for its geochemical characteristics but also because
it is represented by an almost complete ophiolite sequence,
from mantle rocks to sedimentary cover. In this paper a
complete set of geological, petrographical, geochemical and
paleontological features of the Ayli Dağ ophiolites sequence
are reported. These data may provide useful constraints for

the reconstruction of the geodynamic history of the IPS
zone. 

GEOLOGICAL SETTING OF AYLI DAĞ AREA

In the eastern Central Pontides, to the S of Kastamonu,
the IPS zone consists of an imbricate stack of tectonic units
consisting of metamorphic rocks, ophiolites and an ophio-
lite-bearing mélange, with the latter reported as Arkotdağ
Mélange (Tokay, 1973). These units, bounded by low-angle
E-W trending thrusts showing top-to-the-south sense of
shear, are emplaced over the sedimentary cover of the SK
terrane, whose top is represented by the foredeep deposits of
the Tarakli Flysch of Late Cretaceous-Middle Paleocene age
(Catanzariti et al., 2012). In turn, the IPS units are topped by
a Klippen of the IZ terrane as recognized south of the Igdir
village, west of Ayli Dağ Mt. (Fig. 1).

The relationships among these IPS units are sealed by
the Early Eocene deposits of Safranbolu-Karabük basin
that widely crop out in the southern flank of the Ayli Dağ
Mts. along the Arac valley. Thus, the development of the
imbricate stack can be regarded as the result of pre-Eocene
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Fig. 1 - a: The major tectonic zones of Turkey with the main bodies of ophiolites (modified from Sengör and Yılmaz, 1981); b: geological sketch map of the
Bayramoren-Arac area; c: related cross section.
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tectonics leading to deformation of the IPS units and, subse-
quently, to their imbrication by multiple events of thrusting.
Probably, in its original tectonic setting the continental units
were located at the top of the ophiolite unit and the associat-
ed Arkotdağ Mélange. Additionally, the tectonics related to
the North Anatolian Fault Zone, consisting of several events
of transpression and transtension, strongly reworked since
Miocene the structural setting of the imbricate stack of IPS
zone. These events produced subvertical strike-slip faults
and the related low-angle reverse faults that cut across the
Eocene deposits as well as the boundaries of the different
units of IPS zone. 

The metamorphic unit in Ayli Dağ Mt. is represented by
the Low Grade Metamorphic (LGM) Unit. The LGM Unit
consists of a thick succession of actinolite-bearing metaba-
sites, metacarbonates, metapelites, metarenites and metal-

idites cut by non-metamorphic basic dykes. It is character-
ized by a complex deformation history, consisting of four
pre-Eocene phases, from D1 to D4, developed under retro-
grade P and T conditions. The D1 and D2 phases of LGM
Unit were developed under blueschists to greenschists meta-
morphic facies conditions (Marroni et al., unpublished data),
whereas the following phases are associated with very low-
grade metamorphism. 

The Arkotdağ Mélange is represented by a 1-2 km-thick
succession of slide blocks, with different sizes and litholo-
gies, enclosed in a sedimentary matrix consisting of shales,
pebbly mudstones, pebbly sandstones and coarse-grained
arenites. In the study area, the matrix includes a late Santon-
ian nannofossil assemblage (Catanzariti et al., 2012). The
slide blocks includes cherts ranging in age from Middle Tri-
assic to Early Cretaceous, limestones and dolomitic lime-
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Fig. 2 - Geological sketch map of the Ayli Da
area. 1- Cherts; 2- Pillow basalts and pillow
breccia; 3- Sheeted dyke complex; 4- Gab-
bros; 5- Spinel-bearing dunites, melatrocto-
lites and troctolites; 6- peridotites.
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stones ranging in age from Triassic to Late Cretaceous, IAT
(Island Arc Tholeiites) to BABB (Back-Arc Basin Basalts)
basalts, gabbros, serpentinites and metamorphic rocks. In
addition, slide blocks of a well-preserved Late Cretaceous
succession consisting of cherty limestones, ophiolite-bear-
ing arenites and mudstones has been found. The Arkotdağ
Mélange is affected by a polyphase, even if localized, defor-
mation, fully acquired at shallow structural levels with de-
velopment of a very low-grade metamorphism. 

THE AYLI DAĞ OPHIOLITE SEQUENCE

In the Ayli Dağ area, the ophiolite sequence was recently
mapped in detail (Fig. 2). The Ayli Dağ ophiolites sequence
crop out along the western flank of the Ayli Dağ Mt., just
3.5 km west of Siragömü Yayla, close the quarry of
Kurtkayasi Hill (LAT41°8’46.66”N-LONG33°16’46.51”E -
1/25.000 scale Kastamonu F30c1 sheet).

The outcrops are crossed by the dirt road that starts from
the Kurtkayasi quarry along the Siragömü-Munay Yayla
main road and continues northward, towards the Arac val-
ley. The studied sequence starts from the peridotites of the
Kurtkayasi quarry and ends 3 km northwards.

The ophiolite sequence (Fig. 3a) includes a mantle sec-
tion topped by an intrusive sequence whose uppermost lev-
els are not recognized in the field due the occurrence of a
WSW-ESE trending strike-slip fault. However, not less than
2-3 km-thick peridotites and 500-600 m-thick gabbros are
exposed. In addition, about a 1-1.2 km-thick effusive se-
quence with a sheeted dyke complex showing a transition to
massive and pillow-lavas. The basaltic flows are topped in
turn by a thick sequence of pillow breccias, ophiolite-bear-
ing arenites and cherts.

The mantle section consists of peridotites showing a foli-
ation marked by aligned clinopyroxene minerals. Olivine,
spinel and Fe-oxides can be also observed. Pyroxenite and
dunite bands (Fig. 4a) are scarce and mainly located in the
peridotites close to the base of the intrusive section. Rare
rodingites, generally boudinaged, can be locally observed.
Close to the Kurtkayasi Hill quarry a dolerite dyke cutting
the peridotites has been found. The peridotites are affected
by medium to low serpentinization degree with serpentinite
minerals found in the groundmass of the peridotites or in
mm-thick veins showing both isotropic and fibrous textures. 

Above, at least a 400 m-thick sequence of layered gab-
bros crops out. This sequence includes alternating, dm- to
m-thick layers of spinel-bearing dunites, melatroctolites and
troctolites (Fig. 4b). Locally, cm-thick plagiogranite dykes
cut at high angle the layered gabbros. Upwards, the trocto-
lites show a transition in some tens of meters to gabbros.
The isotropic ol-gabbros and leucogabbros (ca 150-200 m-
thick) are characterized by both medium- and coarse-
grained textures. Basalts characterized by porphyric texture
have been observed as dykes cutting the gabbros. The se-
quence is interrupted by the WSW-ESE trending fault that
hampers any observation of the uppermost levels of intru-
sive complex.

To the north of this fault, a sheeted dyke complex occurs,
characterized in its lower part by a network of dykes with
scarce gabbroic screens. The sheeted dyke complex consists
of a nearly 150 m-thick section of mutually intrusive dm-
thick dykes with different color, texture and grain (Fig. 4c).
The sheeted dyke complex shows a transition to a 100-200
m-thick massive lava flows characterized by basalts with

well developed fine to medium grained holocrystalline tex-
ture. The relationship between the sheeted dyke complex
and the massive lava flows is marked by lava sheets cut by
scattered dykes. In turn, the massive lavas flows show a
transition to pillow lava basalts showing a thickness of
about 200-300 m. At the top, a 400-500 m-thick sequence of
massive and pillow lavas (Fig. 4d) alternating with ophio-
lite-bearing arenites, siliceous mudstones and cherts occur.
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Fig. 3 - a: Stratigraphic log of the Ayli Dağ ophiolites sequence; b: stereo-
graphic net of attitude of gabbro layers, plagiogranite dykes and dykes
from sheeted dyke complex.
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The cherts are represented by well stratified beds showing a
thickness ranging from 10 to 30 cm. The arenite is thick-
bedded to massive and mainly characterized by fragments of
very altered basalt.

In the ophiolite sequence the lithological boundaries and
the layering in the intrusive sequence show an attitude with
about E-W strike and a dipping of 40-60° toward NW and
NE. The plagiogranite dykes are characterized by N-S
trending strike with vertical attitude. In turn, the sheeted
dyke complex shows a NNW-SSE with subvertical attitude
(Fig. 3b).

The ophiolite sequence is characterized by the complete
lacking of orogenic-related ductile deformation and meta-
morphism. Probably, the deformations related to orogenic
events are represented by brittle shear zones located at the
boundaries of the ophiolite tectonic unit as well as the dip-
ping of the layering in the intrusive sequence. However, the
main deformation that affects the ophiolites consists of
strike-slip faults showing both N-S and NE-SW strikes.
These faults can be interpreted as belonging to antithetic
system of the main fault that run south of Arac valley. This
fault has been regarded as connected to the North Anatolian
Fault (NAF) system.

PETROGRAPHY

Twenty two samples were taken from the different rock-
units of the Ayli Dağ ophiolites sequence for petrographic

investigation. The peridotites are medium to coarse grained
with anhedral granular texture (Fig. 5a). Olivines are vari-
ably serpentinized and strained. Pyroxenes are enstatites and
include clinopyroxene lamellae. Chromite is the only
opaque phase.

The sample REC-2 (Table 1) derives from a dolorite
dyke cutting the peridotites. The dolerites show an
equigranular, ophitic to subophitic, texture where the prima-
ry mineralogy consists of plagioclase and clinopyroxene,
typically augite, with minor olivine, magnetite and ilmenite.
However, the dolerites include also brownish magmatic
hornblende, which is not observed in the basalts. Horn-
blende is largely replaced by actinolitic amphibole and chlo-
rite. Epidote also appears in the dolerites as a secondary
phase replacing plagioclase toghether with to sericite.

Troctolites are characterized by cumulate texture with
olivine-dominant mineralogy. In these rocks, olivine is pre-
sent as cumulus phase, while plagioclase, orthopyroxene
and clinopyroxene are intercumulus phases (Fig. 5b). The
ol-gabbros are characterized by a poikilitic texture with
rounded olivine and pyroxene enclosed in plagioclase
oikocrysts (Fig. 5c). 

The sheeted dyke complex consists of basalts with differ-
ent texture, from porphyric to hypocrystalline including fine
to coarse grained varieties. Chilled margins are widespread
among the different dykes (Fig. 5d). The sample REC-3
(Table 1) is characterized by a porphyric texture with albite
phenocrysts set in an holocrystalline groundmass with inter-
sertal texture marked by plagioclase laths. Other samples
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Fig. 4 - Field occurrence from Ayli Dağ ophiolites sequence: a- serpentinized peridotites; b- troctolites; c- contact between dykes in the sheeted dyke com-
plex; d- pillow-lavas.
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from sheeted dyke complex are characterized by holocrys-
talline subophitic coarse to medium grained texture with
plagioclase, pyroxene and olivine as main components. 

Sample REC-4 to 9 (Table 1) have been collected in
both massive and pillowed flow basalts, with the latter
closely associated with pillow breccias. The pillow struc-
tures are in the upright position so that the range of these
five samples represents the magmato-stratigraphic order.

The samples from the crustal section of the Ayli Dağ ophi-
olites include different types of basalts that are all variably
altered. Basaltic types are hypocrystalline to holocrys-
talline, and mostly show porphyric textures. Glass, howev-
er, is now devitrified and replaced by secondary phases,
such as chlorite and clay minerals. Some porphyric samples
are characterized by relatively large phenocrysts attaining
size of ~ 0.5-0.7 cm (Fig. 5e). Basalts reflect a primary
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Table 1 -  Chemical analyses of basalts (REC-2 to REC-9). 

b.d.- below detection limit.
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Fig. 5 - Microscopic features of Ayli Dağ ophiolites: a- peridotite; b- troctolite; c- ol-gabbro; d- chilled margin between dykes from sheeted
dyke complex; e- phenocrysts of plagioclase and clinopyroxene from pillow lava basalts; f- idiomorphic augite phenocrysts from the pillow lava
basalts; g- siliceous mudstone with radiolarian task, reworked microfossils, micritic limestone and basalt clasts; h- ophiolite-bearing arenites.
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mineral assemblage composed of plagioclase + clinopyrox-
ene ± olivine + opaque minerals. Where found, olivine is
observed to be partially or completely replaced by sec-
ondary minerals including serpentine and chlorite (Fig. 5f).
Plagioclase is, in most cases, altered to sericite, calcite and
chlorite. Clinopyroxene is relatively fresh compared to
olivine and plagioclase. In some cases, however, it is al-
tered to actinolite, chlorite and calcite. Glomeroporphyric
clusters of clinopyroxene are also common. 

The sedimentary cover of the pillow basalts are charac-
terized by radiolarian cherts, siliceous mudstones (Fig. 5g)
and ophiolite-bearing arenites (Fig. 5h). The latter can be
classified as quartz-free litharenite where the angular frag-
ments were derived totally from an ophiolite sequence. The
most common fragments are represented by volcanic and
subvolcanic rocks consisting of dolerites and aphyric to por-
phyric basalts. The other fragments of crustal rocks are gab-
bros and plagiogranites. 

GEOCHEMICAL FEATURES 
OF THE VOLCANIC ROCKS

A total of 8 samples of basalts were analyzed for major
and trace elements in the ACME Labs (Canada). The rela-
tively large range in loss on ignition (LOI) values (2.3-6.0
wt%) suggests that the samples have been variably affected
by post-magmatic processes (e.g., alteration, oceanic meta-

morphism). These conditions may lead to the selective mo-
bility of some elements, such as Rb, Sr, Na and K (e.g.,
Staudigel et al., 1996). Therefore, in our petrogenetic inter-
pretation, we use the elements that are thought to be rela-
tively immobile during alteration/metamorphism, such as
Th, high-field strength elements (HFSE) and rare-earth ele-
ments (REE) (e.g., Ludden et al., 1982; Arculus et al.,
1999). The stable behaviors of these elements are demon-
strated by the coherent patterns on the trace element and
REE variation plots (Fig. 6). 

The analyzed samples display variable MgO contents
(6.0-9.6 wt%, calculated on volatile-free basis), suggesting
that some of the sample compositions may reflect modifica-
tion by fractional crystallization. All samples have subalka-
line composition, as reflected by variable, but low Nb/Y ra-
tios (0.01-0.10) (Fig. 7). On the basis of trace element sys-
tematics, three chemical groups are identified. 

The first group (Group 1) displays depleted characteris-
tics, showing apparent depletion in the most incompatible
elements relative to normal N-MORB (Normal-Mid Ocean
Ridge Basalt) (Fig. 6). The second group (Group 2), repre-
sented by a single sample (REC-9) in the dataset, is charac-
terized by mainly N-MORB-like HFSE distribution coupled
with slight depletion in Nb (Fig. 6). The third group (Group
3) is somewhat similar to Group 2, but more enriched than
the latter. Group 3 samples also show negative Nb anom-
alies and they are largely characterized by HFSE patterns
sub-parallel to that of N-MORB (Fig. 6).
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Fig. 6 - Incompatible element and REE pat-
terns of the Ayli Dağ basalts. Normalization
values from Sun and McDonough (1989).

02Goncuoglu 77_COLORE:Layout 1  20-12-2012  12:40  Pagina 84



Group 1 samples show very high Zr/Nb ratios ranging
between 53.8 -127.3. Groups 2 and 3 samples display some-
what similar Zr/Nb ratios to each other (31.8 and 32.5-41.5,
respectively); however they both show lower Zr/Nb values
than those of Group 1. In terms of Nb/Y ratio, Group 1 dis-
plays the lowest values, between 0.01-0.03, whereas the oth-
er groups show higher ratios, ranging between 0.08-0.10.
Group 1 samples are also distinct with regard to their low
TiO2 contents which ranges between 0.6-0.9 (wt%) (calcu-
lated on volatile-free basis).

The comparison among the three groups indicates that
the Group 2, with its TiO2 content of 1.3 (wt%), shows in-
termediate features between Group 1 and Group 3. Group 3
suite, on the other hand, displays the highest ratios that vary
between 2.0-2.3. On chondrite-normalized REE plots,
Group 1 suite is characterized by light REE (LREE)-deplet-
ed patterns, whereas Groups 2 and 3 show relatively flat
REE patterns. Although the latter two groups display similar
REE variations to each other, Group 3 suite differs from
Group 2 in having more enriched absolute abundances. N-
MORBs are generally thought to be generated in response to
decompression melting of asthenospheric upper mantle or
depleted MORB mantle (DMM) (e.g., Zindler and Hart,
1986; McKenzie and O’Nions, 1991). This depleted mantle
reservoir is characterized by high Zr/Nb ratio (34.2; Work-
man and Hart, 2005). N-MORBs, in general, also show high
Zr/Nb ratios (31.8; Sun and McDonough, 1989), suggesting
that they are medium/high degree melt products of DMM.

Group 1 suite of the Ayli Dağ ophiolites display Zr/Nb
ratios (53.8-127.3) even higher than the average N-MORB.
This very-depleted nature of Group 1 samples is also sug-
gested by Zr/Y and Nb/Y ratios (1.36-1.74, 0.01-0.03, re-
spectively) which are apparently lower than those of N-
MORB (2.64, 0.08, respectively; Sun and McDonough,
1989) (Fig. 8). Furthermore, Group 1 samples display N-
MORB-normalized trace element patterns showing a grad-
ual depletion towards the more incompatible elements. Such
geochemical signatures cannot be obtained simply by melt-
ing a DMM-type mantle. Instead they require a previous

melt extraction from a DMM-type mantle source (e.g.,
Pearce and Parkinson, 1993). The highly depleted nature of
Group 1 suite, therefore, may reflect melt generation from
an already depleted mantle source.

In contrast to Group 1, the lower Zr/Nb and Y/Nb ratios
of Group 2 and 3 suites may suggest relatively more fertile
mantle source. The N-MORB-like trace element characteris-
tics of the latter groups indicate their derivation from a
DMM-type source. The relatively enriched characters of
Group 2 and 3 suites are also evidenced by the chondrite-
normalized REE patterns. These groups display apparently
higher LREE/MREE ratios ([La/Sm]N = 0.7-1.1) compared
to Group 1 which is LREE depleted ([La/Sm]N = 0.4). It
must be noted that Group 2 and Group 3 suites reflect some-
what similar trace element ratios and patterns; however
Group 3 samples have higher absolute abundances relative
to Group 2. 

This may suggest that although both groups may have
derived from mantle sources reflecting somewhat similar
trace element ratios, the source of Group 3 appears to be
more enriched in terms of absolute abundances. The similar
MgO contents of the Group 2 and 3 samples suggest that the
relative enrichment of Group 3 is not due to fractional crys-
tallization. 

Magmas generated in subduction zones show diverse
trace element characteristics, such as negative Nb anomaly
and enrichment in large-ion lithophile elements (LILE) and
LREE relative to HFSE and HREE (e.g., Pearce and Peate,
1995). These distinct elemental signatures are generally at-
tributed to the modification of mantle wedge by slab-de-
rived components (e.g., Ellam and Hawkesworth, 1988; Mc-
Cullough and Gamble, 1991).

Group 2 and 3 samples from Ayli Dağ ophiolites se-
quence show depletion in Nb, which is indicated by high
Th/Nb and La/Nb ratios (0.08-0.24 and 1.21-2.25, respec-
tively) relative to N-MORB (0.05 and 1.07, respectively;
Sun and McDonough, 1989). These features may indicate a
subduction-related contribution to the mantle source of sam-
ples from Ayli Dağ ophiolites sequence. In this regard, the
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Fig. 7 - Chemical classification of the Ayli
Dağ basalts on the basis of immobile ele-
ments. According to Winchester and Floyd
(1977) diagram revised by Pearce (1996).
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use of Th/Yb and Nb/Yb pairs can be useful to detect the
contribution from subduction component and the level of
enrichment of the mantle source (Pearce, 1983; Pearce and
Peate, 1995). Nb and Yb are regarded as subduction-immo-
bile elements. In contrast, Th is subduction-mobile. Thus,
subduction-related contributions would cause Th/Yb ratios
to be displaced from the MORB array. In the plot of Nb/Yb
vs Th/Yb, Group 2 and 3 suites deviate from the MORB ar-
ray, suggesting that the mantle sources of these groups have
been modified by subduction component.

TECTONO-MAGMATIC INTERPRETATION 
OF THE VOLCANIC ROCKS

Overall trace element systematics suggests that the melt
generation of the Ayli Dağ ophiolites have probably oc-
curred in an intra-oceanic subduction system. Although we
cannot make any evaluation based on Th for the Group 1
suite, which is below detection limit, we think that this
group has also formed in a subduction-related setting.
Group 1 samples display depleted geochemical signatures,
similar to island-arc tholeiites (IAT). Highly depleted melts,
which reflect generation from a formerly depleted mantle,
are frequently observed in island-arc magmas generated
above intra-oceanic subduction zones (e.g., Elliott et al.,
1997; Peate et al., 1997). This kind of melts is also com-
monly observed in Jurassic ophiolites from the Mediter-
ranean area (e.g., Bortolotti et al., 2008; Saccani et al.,
2008a; 2008b). This phenomenon is attributed to the previ-
ous melt extraction that took place in the back-arc region
and subsequent flow of this pre-depleted mantle into the
mantle wedge (e.g., Woodhead et al., 1993). Another expla-
nation of this phenomenon implies that previously-depleted
mantle, residual from MORB-melt extraction, forms the
SSZ wedge and re-starts to melt once subduction is estab-
lished. Examples of this case are reported from many peri-
Mediterranean ophiolites (e.g., Saccani et al., 2008a; Bor-
tolotti et al., 2012). The depleted characteristics of the IAT-
type lavas are also demonstrated by Ti/V ratios which are
generally lower than those of MORBs and BABBs (Sher-

vais, 1982; Woodhead et al., 1993). The relatively low Ti/V
ratios of Group 1 samples, which range between 16.2 - 23.3,
reinforce the idea that Group 1 suite reflects IAT-type char-
acteristics. Group 1 samples also display relatively high
La/Nb ratios (1.8-3.7) compared to N-MORBs (1.1; Sun and
McDonough, 1989), which may constitute further support
for the IAT-like nature of Group 1. 

In contrast to Group 1, Group 2 and 3 samples are more
akin to BABB-type magmas produced in oceanic back-arc
basins (e.g., Gribble et al., 1998; Fretzdorff et al., 2002).
This is especially evidenced by the intermediate characters
of these groups between IAT and N-MORB (e.g., Gribble
et al., 1998; Woodhead et al., 1998; Leat et al., 2004).
Moreover, it is interesting to note that the geochemical
characteristics of the Ayli Dağ BABBs are very similar to
those of the BABBs from the Guevgueli Complex (Saccani
et al., 2008c). In particular, they share flat chondrite nor-
malized REE patterns, the same extent of Th enrichment
(from 2 to 9 times N-MORB) and no or very little Nb de-
pletion with respect to N-MORB, coupled with a little, but
significant, Nb depletion with respect to Ti, Y, Yb. Group 2
and 3 suites reflect involvement of subduction component
in their genesis, which are typically observed in arc-related
magmas. However, Group 2 and 3 suites display Ti/V ra-
tios (28.7-41.7) and HFSE systematics (except Nb-Ta) rela-
tively similar to those of N-MORBs (Shervais 1982; Sun
and McDonough, 1989), which suggest that these groups
have been derived from a DMM-type mantle source rather
than a pre-depleted mantle wedge. Compared to IATs,
BABBs are generally of more enriched chemistry, as re-
flected by higher Ti/V and lower Zr/Nb (Shervais, 1982;
Pearce et al., 1995; Fretzdorff et al., 2002). Thus, regarding
Group 2 and 3 suites, these features seem to be more ap-
propriate for a back-arc basin origin rather than an island-
arc setting. The flat REE patterns of these groups further
support this idea (e.g., Gribble et al., 1996; Sinton et al.,
2003). These features fit with the presence of troctolites,
that have also been reported from fossils examples of back-
arc basins as well as from island-arcs from Pacific area
(e.g., Hawkins and Evans 1983; Ichiyama and Ishiwatari,
1994), from North America (e.g., Lissenberg et al., 2005),
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Fig. 8 - Ratio-ratio plots of the samples from the Ayli Dağ basalts. Data from Göncüoglu et al. (2008) are reported for comparison (grey field). Average N-
MORB, E-MORB and OIB values are from Sun and McDonough (1989). 
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from Caribbean area (e.g., Tollan et al., 2011) and also
from the Dinaric-Hellenic belt (Bortolotti et al., 2012). It is
also noteworthy in this context that the Ayli Dağ BABB-
type ophiolites share similar characteristics with those from
the Guevgueli Complex (Saccani et al., 2008c).

DATING OF RADIOLARIAN ASSEMBLAGES

Only two samples (11-TC-108 and 11-TC-109) from the
sedimentary cover of the pillow basalts at Kurtkayasi Hill
(Fig. 2) to the NW of Gölcük Yaylasi (LAT 41° 8’56.88”N-
LONG 33°16’21.17”E - 1/25.000 scale Kastamonu F30c1
sheet) yielded less-diverse but abundant radiolarian assem-
blages (Fig. 9). 

The collected chert samples have been etched by using
diluted HF acid following the method suggested by Dumitri-
ca (1970) and Pessagno and Newport (1972). All radiolari-
ans obtained from these samples (see Plate 1) are stored at
Paleontology Laboratory of the Geological Engineering De-
partment, Hacettepe University, Ankara (Turkey).

These two assemblages are less-diverse and very similar
to each other. They include characteristic taxa from Middle
to Upper Jurassic time interval (Fig. 9). Although some of
the taxa (e.g., Transhsuum brevicostatum gr. (Ozvoldova)
and Unuma gordus Hull) in the sample 11-TC-108 have
longer ranges (Ozvoldova, 1975; Chiari et al., 2012), two
well-known taxa define the age of the sample. Spongocap-
sula palmerae Pessagno first appears at middle Bathonian
and disappear at the latest Tithonian (Pessagno, 1977; Pes-
sagno et al., 1993; Baumgartner et al., 1995) while Eucyrti-
diellum semifactum Nagai and Mizutani has shorter range
(latest Bajocian to top of early Callovian) (Nagai and Mizu-
tani, 1990; Ozvoldova, 1998; Baumgartner et al., 1995).
Based on the co-occurrence of these taxa, the age of the
sample 11-TC-108 is middle Bathonian-early Callovian cor-
responding to UAZ 6-7 by Baumgartner et al. (1995).

Radiolarian assemblage of the sample 11-TC-109 in-
cludes some long ranging taxa (Fig. 9). However, taking in-
to the consideration of the first occurrence datum of Spon-
gocapsula palmerae Pessagno (Pessagno, 1977; Pessagno et
al., 1993; Baumgartner et al., 1995) and last appearance da-
tum of Stichomitra (?) takanoensis Aita (Aita, 1987; Baum-
gartner et al., 1995), middle Bathonian to early Callovian
age corresponding to UAZ 6-7 by Baumgartner et al. (1995)
can be assigned to this sample. 

Radiolarian assemblages of these two samples from NW
Turkey are less-diverse compared with the radiolarian as-
semblages determined from the covalent strata in Turkey
(Bragin et al., 2002; Tüysüz and Tekin, 2007; Tekin and
Göncüoglu, 2009) but include rather well-known taxa com-
pared with assemblages from Tethyan and circum-Pacific
belts.

GEODYNAMIC IMPLICATIONS

As previously reported, the existence of an IP oceanic
basin is still matter of debate. Some authors (e.g., Elmas and
Yigitbas, 2001; Moix et al., 2008; Bozkurt et al., 2012) deny
the occurrence of ophiolites derived from an oceanic area
located between the SK and IZ continental margins. Most of
these authors (e.g., Moix et al., 2008) reached this conclu-
sion simply because no reliable data are available for the
magmatic rocks of the IPS zone.

This paper provides, for the first time, the evidence of an
almost complete ophiolite sequence preserved as a tectonic
unit in the IPS zone. This ophiolite sequence represents a
fragment of a back-arc oceanic lithosphere covered by
cherts of middle Bathonian-early Callovian age (Middle
Jurassic). This finding, as well as the occurrences into the
Arkotdağ Mélange of numerous slide blocks of peridotites,
gabbros and radiolarian cherts associated with oceanic
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Fig. 9 - Stratigraphic ranges of radiolarian taxa obtained from samples 11-
TC-108 and 11-TC-109 from the cover of the pillow lavas of the Ayli Dağ
ophiolites. Grey shaded area shows the supposed age of assemblages.
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basalts, suggests that numerous remnants of an oceanic
basin are preserved within the IPS zone (Marroni et al., un-
published data). This picture is confirmed by Göncüoglu et
al. (2008) that have described in the Arkotdağ Mélange
from Bolu area a slide block of massive and pillow lavas
that includes intra-pillow radiolarites and mudstones of
Kimmeridgian to early Tithonian age. Geochemical data
from these pillow basalts suggest their origin in a MOR set-
ting characterized by a heterogeneous mantle modified by
an earlier subduction.

All these evidences are against the scenarios disregarding
the presence of the IP ocean (e.g., Elmas and Yigitbas,
2001; Moix et al., 2008; Bozkurt et al., 2012). The same
conclusions are recently proposed by Elmas (2012) who al-
so acknowledges the existence of the IP ocean basin. 

Furthermore, the idea of Elmas and Yigitbas (2001;
2005), who proposed that the ophiolitic assemblages found
within the IPS are actually remnants of the Izmir-Ankara
Ocean emplaced by strike-slip tectonics between the SK and
IZ terranes, is not consistent with the structural evidences
from the study area. In this area the units from IPS zone are
sandwiched between the SK and IZ terranes and bounded by
low-angle, east-west trending thrust (Fig. 1) everywhere
characterized by top-to-the-south sense of shear. The rela-
tionships among the units from IPS zone are sealed by
Eocene deposits, as observed in the Arac area. This occur-
rence clearly indicates that the relationships between the IPS
units and the SK and IZ terranes are acquired before the de-
velopment of the NAF system, whose inception is regarded
as Miocene in age. In addition, the features of the thrusts
that bounded the IPS units, as their low-angle attitude or
their same sense of shear, hamper their interpretation as re-
lated to a strike-slip tectonics. 

In the light of our data, the existence of an oceanic basin,
whose remnants are preserved as tectonic unit and slide
blocks into the mélange of IPS zone, can now regarded as
confirmed. 

It is important to outline that the fundamental informa-
tions for a complete reconstruction of the geological histo-
ry of the IPS zone are still lacking. The age of the opening
of the oceanic basin(s) or the geodynamic mechanism of
closure, remain open questions. In the same way, the fea-
tures of the architecture of the IP basin, as, for instance,
the occurrence of two co-existing MOR and SSZ oceanic
basins separated by continental blocks or, in contrast, the
existence of a large, single oceanic basin where an intra-
oceanic subduction and an arc-back arc pair were active,
cannot be reconstructed. Our state-of-art knowledge on the
ages and characteristics of the IPS ophiolites is still too
fragmentary to have a reliable data to propose any coher-
ent hypothesis. 

However, some important implications for the IP oceanic
basin can be deduced from the data presented in this paper. 

First, the data presented in this paper, as well those avail-
able (e.g., Göncüoglu et al., 2008), indicate that the time
span from middle Bathonian (Middle Jurassic) to early
Tithonian (Late Jurassic) can be regarded as a period of ac-
tive spreading in the IP oceanic basin. 

Second, the new data from the Ayli Dağ ophiolites, i.e.
an almost complete sequence representative of a back-arc
type oceanic lithosphere and the geochemical data from the
volcanics from the mélange of southern Armutlu Peninsula
(e.g., Robertson and Ustaömer, 2004), even though from
basalts of unknown age, indicate a subduction-related mag-
matism. All these data suggest that a subduction event in the

IP basin was progressed resulting in the back-arc basin de-
velopment. 

Third, the dominantly back-arc type Ayli Dağ ophiolites,
characterized by IAT-and BABB-type volcanics, suggest
that the oceanic lithosphere from IP oceanic basin started to
be consumed before of the Middle Jurassic time by intra-
oceanic subduction. This is coherent with the geochemical
data obtained from the volcanic blocks within the Arkotdağ
Mélange in Arac area (Catanzariti et al., 2012), indicating a
wide range of tectonic settings that include mid-ocean ridge,
plume-related or unrelated seamount/oceanic island as well
as back-arc basin. 

Ongoing study on the age of these volcanic rocks will
certainly shed light on the evolution of the IP ocean basin.

CONCLUSIONS
The Ayli Dağ ophiolites, cropping out in the eastern part

of the IPS zone in northern central Anatolia, are one of the
largest occurrence of an almost complete ophiolitic se-
quence within the IPS zone. The geochemical evaluation of
basalts from pillow-lavas and dykes suggests that the sam-
ples display subduction-related characteristics, similar to
IAT- and BABB-type lavas generated in oceanic supra-sub-
duction basin. While the very-depleted nature of the IAT-
type samples can be explained by a mantle source that has
experienced a previous melt extraction, MORB-like charac-
teristics of the BABB-type samples are more suitable with a
source similar to DMM. 

The radiolarian cherts found at the top of the Ayli Dağ
pillow lava sequence include characteristic taxa indicating
to a depositional age of middle Bathonian to early Callov-
ian. 

The paleontological finding together with the tectono-
magmatic evaluation suggest the presence of a Middle
Jurassic back-arc spreading within the IP oceanic basin,
which in turn indicates an intra-oceanic subduction during
the same time interval. A review of previously published da-
ta of the authors shows that the IP oceanic basin between
the SK and the IZ terranes had indeed a complex evolution. 

Our new data place strong constraints for the existence of
the IP oceanic basin that can be regarded as one of the
Neotethys branches. However, to decipher the details of the
evolution of the IP oceanic basin, more reliable data are re-
quired. 
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Plate 1 - Scanning electron micrographs of the middle Bathonian to early Callovian radiolarians from the Ayli Dağ ophiolites, northern Turkey. Scale- number
of microns for each figure. 1) Transhsuum brevicostatum gr. (Ozvoldova), sample no. 11-TC-108, scale bar- 70μm; 2) Transhsuum sp. cf. T. brevicostatum
gr. (Ozvoldova), sample no. 11-TC-109, scale bar- 70μm; 3) Transhsuum sp. aff. T. maxwelli gr. (Pessagno), sample no. 11-TC-109, scale bar- 60μm; 4-5)
Spongocapsula palmerae Pessagno; 4) sample no. 11-TC-108; 5) sample no. 11-TC-109, scale bar for both specimens- 80μm; 6-8) Unuma gordus Hull, 6-7-
sample no. 11-TC-108, 8- sample no. 11-TC-109, scale bar for all specimens- 60μm; 9) Stichomitra (?) takanoensis Aita, sample no. 11-TC-109, scale 
bar- 70μm; 10) Eucyrtidiellum semifactum Nagai and Mizutani, sample no. 11-TC-108, scale bar- 60μm; 11) Eucyrtidiellum sp., sample no. 11-TC-108, scale
bar- 40μm; 12) Eucyrtidiellum unumaense pustulatum Baumgartner, sample no. 11-TC-109, scale bar- 40μm.
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