
introduction

The Neo-Tethyan domain in Iran was created by exten-
sion of oceanic lithosphere between the Central Iranian
Block and the Arabian Plate during Late Permian time
(Berberian and King, 1981). Subduction of the Neo-Tethyan
Ocean started during Late Triassic-Early Jurassic time in an
arc-related tectonic environment. Subduction led to volcanic
activity and emplacement of intrusive bodies within two par-
allel subduction-related magmatic belts, i.e. the Mesozoic
Sanandaj-Sirjan and Cenozoic Urumiyeh-Dokhtar Magmatic
Arcs (Fig. 1a). The arc magmatism was followed by margin-
al basin spreading which occurred from Late Triassic to Late
Cretaceous (e.g., Hajiabad-Esfandagheh Mélange Zone) or
Late Cretaceous (e.g., Shahr-e-Babak-Baft Mélange Zone) in
the Central Iranian Block (Fig. 1a). All data on the ophiolitic
complexes in these regions confirm the presence of multi-
branched transtensional marginal basins along the active
margin of the Central Iranian Block (Ghasemi et al., 2002;
Ahmadipour et al., 2003). The marginal basin system collid-
ed with the Arabian passive margin in the Late Cretaceous
along the NW-SE trending Main Zagros Thrust Belt.

The Janatabad peridotites are exposed in the Hajiabad-
Esfandagheh Mélange Zone in the southern part of Iran.
These peridotites mainly consist of harzburgites enclosing
dunites and associated chromitites. Peridotites record a
spinel-peridotite facies condition, and a deformation history
yielding tectonite to mylonite fabrics.

Peridotites from subduction-related environments can pro-
vide important information on melt generation and melt-man-
tle interaction above subduction zone systems (Pearce et al.,
2000). Chromitites formed in mantle peridotites in various

tectonic environments have compositional differences and
hence provide a powerful indicator to determine their petroge-
netic and geotectonic setting (Dick and Bullen, 1984; Barnes
and Roeder, 2001; Kamenetsky et al., 2001; Arai et al., 2006).

This article evaluates the geodynamic significance of the
Janatabad peridotites and associated chromitites in the
southern part of Iran. In this contribution, we present for
the first time geology, petrography and mineral chemistry
of the Janatabad peridotites, in order to elucidate their tec-
tonic setting.

GeoloGical settinG

The Janatabad region lies in the Hajiabad-Esfandagheh
Mélange Zone and consists of Eocene and Creaceous flysch
type sediments, and a Late Triassic to Late Cretaceous
mélange associated with Late Triassic to Early Jurassic peri-
dotite bodies (Azizan and Nazemzadeh, 2006) (Fig. 1b, c).

The mélange defines a NW-SE oriented belt and consists
of peridotites, meta-volcanics and pelagic limestones. The
contact between mélange and peridotites is interpreted as a
thrust fault. Also, the Eocene flysch-type sediments are
found within the mélange. The meta-volcanics mainly con-
sist of meta-pyroclastics, meta-basalts and meta-andesites.
The mélange is unconformable overlain by younger flysch-
type sediments.

The peridotites occur as isolated bodies within the
mélange. They are generally massive and become foliated
along the shear zones. Geological investigation indicates
that the peridotites are bounded by thrust faults suggesting a
tectonic emplacement.
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ABSTRACT

The Janatabad peridotites are exposed in the Hajiabad-Esfandagheh Mélange Zone in the southern part of Iran. These peridotites are dominantly composed

of harzburgites with small lenses and veins of chromitite ores surrounded by dunite sheaths. Harzburgites have accessory chromites characterized by moderate

XCr of 0.59-0.61, and XMg of 0.52-0.58, resembling depleted mid-ocean ridge peridotites, supposed to have originated as the residue from a high degree of par-

tial melting and MORB-like magma extraction at the inception of subduction. Dunites can be divided into two types: Type 1 dunite with moderate XCr of

0.53-0.62 and XMg of 0.48-0.53, and Type 2 dunite with high XCr of 0.63-0.67 and low XMg of 0.40-0.48. Two distinctive melts are required for the formation

of these dunites: a MORB-like melt for the Type 1 dunite, and a transitional-like melt for the Type 2 dunite. These compositional variations from MORB to

melts transitional between MORB and boninite are due to the hydrous fluids derived from the subducted oceanic slab into the overlying mantle wedge at the

beginning of the down dip motion of the slab. Al-rich podiform chromitites, characterized by relatively low XCr of 0.53-0.54 and relatively high XMg of 0.60-

0.71, may have formed from MORB-like melts.

In particular, the interaction between primitive MORB-like melts and depleted harzburgites produced Type 1 dunites and secondary silica-rich melts from

which Al-rich chromitites crystallized. Type 2 dunites can be generated by the interaction between transitional-like melts and depleted harzburgites above a

lithosphere in subsidence. Accordingly, it is inferred that the Janatabad peridotites formed by rifting of a Late Triassic to Early Jurassic embryonic ocean dur-

ing subduction initiation of Neo-Tethyan lithosphere in an intra-oceanic environment.
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Mantle rocks include harzburgites, dunites and serpen-
tinites. Significant chromitite ore bodies occur as lens- and
vein-shaped masses of podiform type within the mantle
peridotites. Host harzburgites form the major constituents of
the Janatabad peridotites, whereas chromitites are found as
minor constituents and are invariably surrounded by dunite
envelopes (Fig. 2a). Dunites with different types of
chromites occur close to each other, and the boundaries be-
tween dunite envelopes and harzburgites are relatively sharp
(Fig. 2b).

The podiform chromitite bodies and their dunite en-
velopes are typically sub-concordant with respect to the tec-
tonite foliation. Chromitite lenses show a NW-SE orienta-
tion conformable with the regional structure. The chromitite
ore bodies range in texture from massive to disseminated
types from the center of the ore bodies to the edges. 

petroGraphy

harzburgite
The most common texture in the harzburgites is porphy-

roclastic; it is characterized by medium-grained (1-2 mm)
subhedral crystals of orthopyroxene and olivine with minor
chromite and clinopyroxene (rarely exceeding 5 vol.%)
(Fig. 3a). These minerals show evidence of deformation
such as subgrain structure, kink banding and undulose ex-
tinction. Subgrain structure and undulose extinction are de-
veloped in olivine. Grain shapes are irregular for orthopy-
roxene and olivine porphyroclasts. Orthopyroxene porphy-
roclasts are bent and occasionally kink banding is devel-
oped. In the harzburgites samples, chromite occur as ver-
micular grains at the margins of olivine (Fig. 3a). The dis-
seminated chromite is typically less than 1 vol.%.
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Fig. 1 - (a) Tectonic sketch map of the southern part of

Iran showing the distribution and extent of the Hajiabad-

Esfandagheh Mélange Zone, Sanandaj-Sirjan Magmatic

Arc and Urumiyeh-Dokhtar Magmatic Arc. Location of

the Janatabad region in the Hajiabad-Esfandagheh

Mélange Zone is illustrated. (b) Geological map of the

Janatabad region (modified after Azizan and Nazemzadeh,

2006). (c) Schematic cross-section of the Janatabad region.
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dunite
Dunites essentially consist of olivine (partially to exten-

sively replaced by serpentine minerals) and chromite.
Equigranular and porphyroclastic textures are the most com-
mon textures (Fig. 3b). Subgrain structure and undulatory
extinction are ubiquitous in olivine. Grain size of the olivine
porphyroclasts is variable, and typically ranges from 1 to 2
mm. Recrystallization and neoblasts of olivine are not ob-
served. The disseminated chromite in dunite occurs either as
euhedral to subhedral crystals with grain size of about 0.1
mm either as droplets in olivine (Fig. 3b).

serpentinite
Serpentinites are dominantly composed of serpentine

with variable amounts of chromite, talc and chlorite (Fig.
3c). Serpentinite preserves pseudomorphs of olivine indicat-

ing that the protolith was dunitic. Chlorite shows cross fiber
veinlets in a serpentine matrix and mesh texture indicating
that it formed after serpentinization. The disseminated
opaque minerals in the serpentinites are chromite droplets
(Fig. 3c). Chromite grains also form small (0.05 to 0.1 mm
in size) euhedral to subhedral crystals which typically occur
between the serpentine minerals.

chromitite
Disseminated ore is one of the most commonly encoun-

tered types of chromitite in the study area. Chromitite pods
consist mostly of 40-70 vol.% of subhedral to anhedral
chromite crystals in a meshwork matrix of secondary ser-
pentine and olivine grains (Fig. 3d). Aggregates of chromite
grains generally range from 1-2 mm in size.
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Fig. 2 - Field photographs from the Janatabad region: (a) Region-

al overview of the Janatabad peridotites. (b) Dunite envelope

within host harzburgite with relatively sharp boundary.
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mineral chemistry

analytical methods

The compositions of minerals in peridotites and associat-
ed chromitites were determined by electron microprobe
analyses (EPMA of CAMECA SX-100 model) with a wave-
length dispersive analyser system at the microprobe lab
Camparis, Paris VI University (Campus Jussieu), France.
Natural silicate minerals and suitable synthetic oxides were
used for calibration.

For this purpose, all analyses were performed with an ac-
celerating voltage of 15 keV, and a focused electron beam
with 10 nA current. Major element concentrations and end

member compositions of olivine, orthopyroxene and
chromite in harzburgites, dunites and chromitites are listed
in tables 1, 2 and 3 respectively.

olivine
The forsterite [Fo = 100 Mg/ (Mg + Fe2+)] contents of

olivine vary from Fo91 to Fo91.4 in harzburgites and from
Fo90.1 to Fo93.2 in dunites (Fig. 4a, b). The NiO contents of
olivine range from 0.29 to 0.43 wt% in harzburgites and
from 0.26 to 0.48 wt% in dunites. The NiO and Fo contents
of olivine do not display systematic variations between
harzburgites and dunites (Fig. 4a).

Fig. 3 - Photomicrographs of peridotite and chromitite samples, all taken with crossed polarizers. Opx- orthopyroxene; Ol- olivine; Chr-

chromite; Srp- serpentine. (a) Harzburgite with porphyroclastic texture. Vermicular chromite occurs in olivine (JT07-3); (b) Dunite with elon-

gate porphyroclastic textures. Chromite grains occur in olivine (JT07-1); (c) Serpentinite. The disseminated chromites occur between the ser-

pentine minerals (JT07-12); (d) Chromitite with chromite aggregates in a matrix of secondary serpentine and olivine relicts (JT07-8).
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orthopyroxene
The orthopyroxenes from harzburgites are mostly 

Mg-rich enstatite in composition. The Mg-number [XMg =
Mg / (Mg + Fetotal) atomic ratio] of orthopyroxene varies
from 0.91 to 0.92. Al2O3 contents are low (1.44 - 1.61 wt%,
Fig. 5). They show a narrow compositional range of TiO2

(0.02-0.12 wt%), Cr2O3 (0.48-0.63 wt%), MgO (35.40-
35.79 wt%) and CaO (0.45-0.72 wt%).

chromite
The Cr-number [XC r= Cr/ (Cr + Al) atomic ratio] ranges

from 0.53 to 0.54 in chromitites, 0.59 to 0.61 in harzburgites
and 0.58 to 0.67 in dunites. Based on the Cr-number of
chromites, the dunites can be classified into two types: Type
1 dunite, with Cr-number of 0.58-0.62 (JT07-2 and JT07-5
samples), and Type 2 dunite, with Cr-number of 0.63-0.67
(JT07-1, JT07-6 and JT07-7 samples). The Mg-number
[XMg = Mg/ (Mg + Fe2+) atomic ratio] varies between 0.60

to 0.71 in chromitites, 0.52 to 0.58 in harzburgites, 0.48 to
0.53 in Type 1 dunites, and 0.40 to 0.48 in Type 2 dunites
(Fig. 6a).

TiO2 contents vary between 0.16 and 0.38 wt%, typical
of ophiolitic chromites. Note that a few chromites show a
weak enrichment in TiO2. There is a broader range of TiO2

contents in chromites from dunites and harzburgites and a
narrower range of TiO2 contents in chromites from chromi-
tites (Fig. 6b).

Chromites in the chromitites have higher Al2O3 con-
tents (24.0-25.5 wt%) relative to chromites in dunites
(15.1-21.9 wt%) and harzburgites (20.9-21.3 wt%). Cr2O3

concentrations are higher in harzburgites (46.6-48.2 wt%)
and dunites (42.8-46.8 wt%) with respect to those in
chromitites (41.6-42.8 wt%). The amount of MgO is maxi-
mum in chromites from chromitites (12.7-15.7 wt%), fol-
lowed by harzburgites (11.0-12.4 wt%) and dunites (7.88-
11.3 wt%).
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Table 1 - Compositions of olivine in harzburgites and dunites from the Janatabad peridotites. 

See text for analytical details. Atomic proportions have been calculated on the basis of 4 oxygens.
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In general, the chemical compositions of chromites from
harzburgites, dunites and chromitites display high amounts
of XCr, XMg, Al2O3 and Cr2O3 and low amounts of TiO2 and
Fe2O3, and are compositionally similar to podiform Alpine-
type chromitites (Bonavia et al., 1993; Leblanc and Nicolas,
1992; Jan and Windley, 1990).

discussion

The Hajiabad-Esfandagheh Mélange Zone in the
Janatabad region includes mantle peridotites consisting
mainly of residual harzburgites with lenses of chromitite
and their dunite envelopes. We discuss the origin of (1)
harzburgites, (2) dunites, and (3) chromitites separately in
the following chapter.

origin of harzburgites

The olivine compositions of harzburgites are similar to
those from residual peridotites reported from other ophio-
lites and orogenic massifs (Fig. 4a, b) (e.g., Arai, 1994). Fig.
4a displays the relationship between Cr-number of chromite
and Fo content of the coexisting olivine (Tamura and Arai,
2006). The averaged mineral compositions in harzburgites
fall within the olivine-spinel mantle array (OSMA), repre-
senting the compositional field of mantle-derived spinel
peridotite (Arai, 1994). These samples plot in the fore-arc
peridotite field.

The orthopyroxene compositions in harzburgites are de-
pleted in incompatible elements such as Al2O3 and TiO2, in
agreement with a high degree of melt extraction. Fig. 5 dis-
plays the correlations between Al2O3 content of the or-
thopyroxene and Cr-number of the coexisting chromite
(Morishita et al., 2011a). In this diagram, the compositions
of harzburgite orthopyroxenes are similar to those from de-
pleted mid-ocean ridge peridotites, such as the Garrett and
Hess Deep, East Pacific Rise, as well as to fore-arc ones,

such as the Izu-Bonin-Mariana fore-arc peridotites.
Fig. 6a illustrates the compositional relationship between

Cr-number and Mg-number of chromites (Morishita et al.,
2011a), which straddle the field of mid-ocean ridge and arc
peridotites.

The chromites also have low TiO2 contents (< 0.3 wt%),
suggesting a depleted mantle source (Jan and Windley,
1990). Fig. 6b shows the compositional relationship be-
tween TiO2 and Al2O3 of chromites (Kamenetsky et al.,
2001). On the basis of this diagram, the investigated
chromite minerals in harzburgites are consistent with those
of mid-ocean ridge peridotites.

In summary, the major element mineral chemistry of the
Janatabad harzburgites is consistent with residues after high
degree of partial melting.

Table 2 - Compositions of orthopyroxene in harzburgites
from the Janatabad peridotites.

See text for analytical details. Atomic proportions have been calculated on

the basis of 6 oxygens.

Fig. 4 - (a) Relationships between Cr-number of chromite and Fo content

of coexisting olivine in harzburgites and dunites (Tamura and Arai, 2006).

The Olivine-Spinel Mantle Array (OSMA) is from Arai (1994) and the

Crystal Fractionation trend is from Dick and Bullen (1984). Compositional

fields outline for mid-ocean ridge peridotites (Dick and Bullen, 1984),

fore-arc peridotites from the Mariana Trench and from the Tonga Trench

(Bloomer and Hawkins, 1983; Bloomer and Fisher, 1987), Kharchinsky

cumulates (Dektor, 2006), Aleutians cumulate dunites (Debari et al.,

1987), and Great Dyke (Wilson, 1982). (b) Variation of NiO (wt%) versus

Fo content of olivine in harzburgites and dunites.
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origin of dunites

In the plot of Cr-number in chromite versus Fo content in
coexisting olivine (Fig. 4a), the averaged mineral composi-
tions of dunites are refractory compared to mid-ocean ridge
peridotites and more similar to those reported for fore-arc
peridotites from the Mariana and Tonga Trenches.

Chemical analyses of chromites in the dunites are also
plotted on the Cr-number versus Mg-number diagram (Fig.
6a). Type 1 dunites plot to the highest end of mid-ocean
ridge peridotite field. On the other hand, Type 2 dunites fall
in the field of fore-arc peridotites; they also have distinctly
lower XCr than the chromites from boninite-like magmas.
On the basis of the TiO2 versus Al2O3 diagram (Fig. 6b),
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Table 3 - Compositions of chromite in harzburgites, dunites and chromitites from the Janatabad peridotites (continues). 

See text for analytical details. Atomic proportions have been calculated on the basis of 32 oxygens.
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Type 2 dunites have lower Al2O3 concentrations than Type
1 dunites, which are consistent with the field of supra-sub-
duction-zone peridotites.

Two distinctive melts are required for the formation of
the Janatabad dunites. The melt genetically related to Type
1 dunites could have had a MORB-like composition, where-
as Type 2 dunites were most likely related to a liquid with
transitional composition between MORB and boninite.

Field evidence indicates that the Type 1 and Type 2
dunites occur close to each other, and are associated with re-
fractory harzburgites. The boundaries between the dunite
envelopes and the harzburgites are relatively sharp, suggest-

ing a replacive origin for these dunites (e.g., Morishita et al.,
2011a).

Crystal fractionation would drive cumulate dunites to-
ward low forsterite and NiO values in olivine, and low XCr

in chromite (Dick and Bullen, 1984), whereas dunites are
refractory mantle samples that fall within the olivine-spinel
mantle array (Fig. 4a). This feature is clearly in contrast to
the trend of Fe-enrichment produced during olivine fraction-
ation and observed in nearly all cumulates recognized in ul-
tramafic complexes and in xenoliths (e.g., Wilson, 1982; De
Bari et al., 1987; Dektor, 2006).

In contrast, partial melting will drive residual peridotites
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Table 3 (continued)
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toward high forsterite and NiO contents in olivine, and high
XCr in chromite (Dick and Bullen, 1984; Kubo, 2002). Ex-
perimental studies show that residual dunites formed by
50% melting would have olivine with Fo95 and chromite
with XCr of 80 (Jaques and Green, 1980). In the dunites,
olivines have lower amounts of NiO and forsterite composi-
tions (Fig. 4b).

Field and mineral chemistry studies therefore rule out an
origin for the dunites either by melt extraction or crystal
fractionation. Having ruled out residual mantle or cumulate
origins, we will take into account a melt-rock reaction
process (Morishita et al., 2011a).

According to several authors (Kelemen and Dick, 1995;
Kelemen, 1990; Kelemen et al., 1992; Edwards and Malpas,
1995; Dick and Natland, 1996;), dunites in the mantle sec-
tion of many ophiolites can form by interaction between in-
filtrating basaltic melts and upper mantle peridotites, a
process that dissolves pyroxene and precipitates olivine. The
Janatabad dunites can be therefore products of the interac-
tion between MORB- to transitional-like melts and pre-ex-
isting refractory harzburgites.

origin of chromitites

Typically, chromites in podiform chromitites exhibit a
wide range of Cr-number from high-Cr to high-Al in the up-
per mantle. Cr-rich chromitites have XCr greater than 0.6,
whereas Al-rich chromitites typically have XCr between 0.4
and 0.6 (Leblanc and Violette, 1983; Zhou and Bai, 1992).

As indicated by the Cr-number versus Mg-number plot
(Fig. 5a), chromites mostly fall in the field of mid-ocean
ridge peridotites. Therefore, the Janatabad chromitites likely
crystallized from MORB-like melts.

The occurrence of dunite envelopes around the podiform
chromitites indicates a genetic relationship between them.
According to Robinson et al. (1997), dissolution of orthopy-
roxene and olivine precipitation by a pyroxene-saturated
melt may finally lead to silica enrichment in the melt pro-

moting chromite crystallization and formation of chromitite
ore bodies. We suggest, therefore, that the interaction be-
tween primitive MORB-like melts and depleted harzburgites
would have produced secondary silica enriched melts from
which Al-rich chromitites crystallized.

Geodynamic implications

According to the subduction infancy model (Stern and
Bloomer, 1992; Stern, 2004; Stern et al., 2012), subsidence of
old lithosphere allows asthenosphere to flood over it. Because
of decompression melting, the upwelling asthenosphere (mid-
ocean ridge peridotites) generates early proto-fore-arc spread-
ing (MORB-like melts) accompanied by seafloor spreading in
the extensional region. Continued subsidence of lithosphere is
accompanied by penetration of slab-derived fluids into the
overlying mantle wedge, causing formation of refractory peri-
dotites (fore-arc peridotites) and generates late proto-fore-arc
spreading (VAB-BON-like melts).

Reagan et al. (2010) indicated that MORB-like basalts
termed as fore-arc basalts (FAB) are overlain by transitional
lava and boninites in the Izu-Bonin-Mariana fore-arc. The
most likely origin of fore-arc basalts is that they were the
first lavas erupted during near-trench spreading after sub-
duction began. The presence of transitional lavas with com-
positions between MORB and boninites indicates that fluids
from the sinking lithosphere become increasingly important
with time in subduction related environments. The most
likely origin of transitional lavas and boninites is that they
were generated later when the residual mantle melted at
shallow levels after being fluxed by a water-rich fluid de-
rived from the sinking plate.

The Janatabad harzburgites are very similar to strongly
depleted mid-ocean ridge peridotites (Figs. 3, 4 and 5), indi-
cating an origin as residue after high degree of partial melt-
ing and MORB-like magma extraction (fore-arc basalt of
Reagan et al., 2010), most likely during the earliest stages of
subduction.
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Fig. 5 - Relationship between Al2O3 of or-

thopyroxene and Cr-number of the coexisting

chromite in harzburgites (Morishita et al.,

2011a). Data sources for the Izu-Bonin-Mari-

ana fore-arc (IBM) (Parkinson and Pearce,

1998; Zanetti et al., 2006), Southwest Indian

Ridge (SWIR) (Dick, 1989; Seyler et al.,

2003), Central Indian Ridge (CIR) (Helle-

brand et al., 2002; Morishita et al., 2009),

Mid-Atlantic Ridge (MAR 1274A), Atlantis

Massif: Oceanic Core Complex (OCC)

(Seyler et al., 2007; Tamura et al., 2008),

Garrett and Hess Deep, East Pacific Rise

(Dick and Natland, 1996; Constantin, 1999).
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Type 1 dunites may have a genetic link to MORB-like
melts. In contrast, Type 2 dunites may have genetic link to
transitional-like melts with composition between MORB-
and boninite-like melts (Figs. 3 and 5). The geochemical
features of dunites, may be therefore be related to the in-

creasing contribution of subduction-related components to
the overlying mantle wedge at the beginning of the down-
dip motion of the slab. Such mantle peridotites commonly
originate in fore-arc basins as subduction begins (e.g., Mor-
ishita et al., 2011b).

The primitive MORB- to transitional-like melts react
with the depleted harzburgites and dissolve pyroxene from
the wall rock. Such interaction would increase the silica
content of the melts and lead to crystallization of Al-rich
chromitites. 

concludinG remarKs

The subject of the present work covers the Janatabad
peridotites that are exposed in the Hajiabad-Esfandagheh
Mélange Zone in southern Iran. Harzburgites include small
lenses and veins of chromitite pods surrounded by dunite
envelopes. Accordingly, harzburgites, dunites and chromi-
tites indicate three stages of magma generation in the
Janatabad peridotites. At the first stage, the depleted
harzburgites originate as the residue after high degree of
partial melting and MORB-like magma extraction during
the earliest stage of subduction. At the second stage, the
interaction between primitive MORB-like melts and de-
pleted harzburgites produced Type 1 dunites and sec-
ondary silica-rich melts from which Al-rich chromitites
crystallized. A third stage of melting at depth produced
Type 2 dunites by interaction between transitional-like
melts and depleted harzburgites above a lithosphere in
continuous subsidence. These compositional variations
from MORB- to transitional-like melts are due to the hy-
drous fluids derived from the subducted oceanic slab into
the overlying mantle wedge. Therefore, in our preferred
scenario the Janatabad peridotites formed by rifting of a
Late Triassic to Early Jurassic embryonic ocean during
subduction initiation of the Neo-Tethyan lithosphere in an
intra-oceanic environment.
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1998). The averaged data for the Izu-Bonin-Mariana dunite (IBM-Dunite)

(Ishii et al., 1992), Izu-Bonin-Mariana boninites (IBM-Boninites) and oth-

er localities (Others) (Kuroda et al., 1978; Walker and Cameron, 1983;

Bloomer and Hawkins, 1987; Falloon et al., 1989; Van der Laan et al.,

1992; Sobolev and Danyushevsky, 1994). (b) Variation of Al2O3 (wt%)

versus TiO2 (wt%) of chromite in harzburgites, dunites and chromitites

(Kamenetsky et al., 2001).
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